BRINDLE PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 12 January 206, at 7:30pm, at Brindle Community Hall, Water Street, Brindle, PR6 8NH
Present:	Councillor Darren Cranshaw, Chair
		Councillor Pauline McGovern
		Councillor Bill Nelson
		Councillor John Swann	
In attendance: Dianne Scambler (Clerk)
113.	Apologies and announcements
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Louise Croasdale (Vice Chair), John Baldwin, Jane Greenway, Cath Singleton, and Barbara Robinson. Quoracy was confirmed.

The Chair reported that the judges of the Best Kept Village competition had commended the Parish Council’s noticeboard for its siting and content during this year’s judging.

The Clerk reported that the noticeboard on Gregson Lane was no longer fit for purpose, noting that one side was fully exposed to the weather and the glazed side was not enclosed at the bottom, resulting in the display board and its contents becoming saturated. Pins frequently fell out and had to be retrieved from the muddy ground beneath. 

The Clerk advised that replacing the noticeboard with a more robust, weather‑resistant alternative would bring it in line with the village noticeboard, for which positive feedback had been received, and would support consistency across the parish.

Resolved: That the Parish Council approve the replacement of the Gregson Lane noticeboard with a more robust and weather‑resistant model, funded from existing resources.

114.	Disclosure of personal or prejudicial interests
Councillor Darren Cranshaw declared a personal interest in Items 6 and 7, and a pecuniary interest for Item 14, as a member of the Brindle Historical Society.

115.	Minutes
The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Monday 8 December 2025, were agreed as a true and correct record for signing by the Chair.

The Chair thanked the Vice Chair, Councillor Louise Croasdale, for stepping in to chair the meeting at short notice during his absence.

The Chair also advised that all the actions agreed at the last meeting had been undertaken by the Clerk.

116. Adjournment: Public Participation Session

(a) Two residents representing the Cuckoo Walks group attended the meeting to report concerns regarding the condition of several stiles along the proposed 2026 walking routes. They advised of missing signage, and that several stiles were damaged, unsafe, with one having been blocked off by landowners.

Concern was raised regarding the footpath behind High Cop Farm, which was reported to be obstructed by a barbed wire fence and a gate secured with barbed wire, preventing access. The group noted that this obstruction had also been present during the April 2025 walks, causing participants to turn back. 

The residents asked what action had been taken and what further steps could be pursued to ensure the right of way is made accessible.

The Council noted the concerns and agreed that the Clerk would report the issues to the relevant authorities and landowners, requesting that the rights of way be reinstated and the damaged stiles repaired. In addition, the Chair also advised the residents to report any such stile issues directly to Lancashire Council using the Love Clean Streets Online App.

The residents also asked whether they could carry out litter picking at Denham Quarry under the Parish Council’s insurance. The Clerk advised that this was not permitted, as the level of risk meant the Council’s insurance would not provide cover. It was noted that Chorley Council is the responsible authority for waste collection at the site, and residents were informed that they attend regularly to empty bins and remove litter. The Clerk advised that both she and residents could continue to report any additional waste issues to Chorley Council, who are generally responsive to such requests.
(b) The residents further outlined the group’s ongoing work to improve access to the countryside by reporting dangerous or defective stiles and by including an accessible route suitable for wheelchair and pushchair users. They explained that the group was working to keep the event affordable despite rising costs and requested that the Parish Council consider contributing towards the event’s expenses. Any money made by the Walks is donated to charity, with this year’s recipients being awarded to the Pennine and Bowland Mountain Rescue and the Woodland Trust.
The Council recognised the community value of the Cuckoo Walks and, following discussion, agreed to approve a donation of £80 to cover the cost of the event’s insurance.


(c) A letter was received from St Joseph’s School regarding the particularly icy conditions experienced this winter. The school noted that, although Councillor McGovern had secured the installation of a grit bin last year, the responsibility for spreading the grit rests with the school, which is proving difficult to manage. The lane serves two schools and becomes hazardous during periods of ice, and the school asked whether additional support could be provided by Lancashire Highways during the winter months.
The Clerk reported that she had written to County Councillor Clemson to request further assistance, and Councillor McGovern had also contacted him in her capacity as a District Councillor. No response had been received to date. Following discussion, it was agreed for the matter to be escalated with the appropriate senior leaders at Lancashire County Council, and if necessary, to the Leader of the Council and the local MP, to seek a resolution.
(d) Following concerns raised by a resident at the previous meeting regarding flooding on Pippen Street, the Clerk reported that the matter had been referred to Lancashire County Council Highways and to the Executive Lead, County Councillor John Clemson. An invitation had also been extended to Councillor Clemson to attend the meeting, but no response had been received. The Chair noted that several residents had also reported the flooding directly to LCC Highways. Although the water had now subsided, concerns remained that the problem would recur, particularly given the apparent lack of gully cleaning.
Councillor John Swann agreed to carry out a site visit and report his findings to the Clerk, who would then progress the necessary escalations.
(e) Councillor Pauline McGovern reported that Brindle St James’ Church of England Primary School had enquired about the possibility of installing a mirror at the entrance to the Brindle Community Hall car park to assist drivers exiting onto the lane. She advised that, in accordance with Lancashire County Council policy, the installation of such mirrors is not permitted.
Councillor McGovern asked the Chair, as a member of the Brindle Community Hall Management Committee, to raise the school’s concerns at their next meeting to explore whether any alternative measures, such as cutting back vegetation, might help improve visibility. The Chair agreed to do so and noted that visibility issues were sometimes compounded by inconsiderate parking along the lane.
117. Closure of Brindle St Joseph’s Catholic Church and Parish Hall
The Council noted the launch of the consultation regarding the proposed transfer of St Joseph’s Parish to St Bede’s, Clayton Green, with the resident priest due to be removed from 31 January 2025. The consultation runs until 22 January, with an open meeting scheduled for 19 January.
Members discussed the implications of the proposal and agreed that the Council’s response should highlight concerns about the impact on elderly and less mobile parishioners who may find it difficult to attend services at St Bede’s. The Council also wished to emphasise the importance of preserving the historic connection to St Edmund’s and the Forty Martyrs. While the Parish Council is not in a position to take ownership of any church assets, Members expressed a willingness to support the community, where possible, should local groups seek to take on the ownership of the Hall, given its extensive use by a wide range of community organisations.
The Clerk was asked to submit a response to the consultation reflecting these points by the stated deadline.
118. Police Liaison
No updates had been received. The Clerk would make further contact to request attendance at a future meeting.

119. Brindle Community Hall
The Chair confirmed that he would raise the visibility issues associated with the car park at the next management meeting.

120. Lancashire Association of Local Councils (LALC) Report
The Chair provided an update on the matters discussed at the LALC AGM held before Christmas, which mainly related to the ongoing Local Government Re-organisation’s preferred bids, and timeline processes.

121. Chorley Borough Council/Lancashire County Council Update
(a) Councillor Pauline McGovern and the Clerk reported that they had met with officers from Chorley Council to discuss the Community Big Impact Funding. Confirmation had been received that funding would be available for works at Denham Quarry, including fencing repairs, vegetation clearance and step improvements, to help preserve the local beauty spot. Additional funding would also be provided to support the Neighbourhood Priorities project, the Withnell Circular Walk, particularly to assist with securing further stiles. Officers had further indicated that funding could be made available to help the community pursue ownership of St Joseph’s Parish Hall, should this become a viable option.
Councillor McGovern and the Clerk would continue to attend regular update meetings and report progress to the Council.
The Clerk also advised that she had requested an extension to the Neighbourhood Priorities grant to allow the associated works to take place in the spring, noting that the project would benefit from the supplementary funding secured through the Big Impact Fund. Chorley Council had confirmed that the extension was acceptable.
(b) The Chair advised that Chorley Council had applied to the Government for a deferment of the 2026 Election process, whilst it was going through the re-organisation of local government in Lancashire. A decision was expected shortly.

(c) Although County Councillor John Clemson had been invited to attend, he was not present, and the Clerk reported that no response had yet been received regarding the highway concerns recently raised by residents.

122. Planning Reports
The meeting discussed recent planning applications with no observations made.

123. Parish Finance

(a) Accounts payable and income received.
The Council approved the following payments:

	Name/Organisation:
	Details:
	Amount:

	D Scambler
	Clerks’ salary – December 2025
	£520.00

	D Scambler
	Clerks’ salary – January 2026
	£520.00

	
	Mileage Claim – January 2026
	£9.00

	HMRC
	Tax & NI contributions – December 2025
	£164.95

	HMRC
	Tax & NI contributions – January 2026
	£164.95

	Whitehead & Aldrich
	Quarterly payroll management fee
	£108.00

	Brindle Hall Committee
	Hire of Hall (January)
	£20.00

	W Singleton
	Purchase and installation of Christmas Tree
	£192.00

	Friends of Finnington
	Donation
	£200.00

	Cuckoo Walks
	Donation
	£80.00

	Brindle Historical Society
	Donation
	£175.00



124. Environmental Issues and Concerns

The broken stiles and other hazardous concerns relating to the footpaths around the Brindle area were discussed under the public participation item on the agenda.

125. Parish Council Projects

The Chair advised that he had not yet walked the route, but his understanding was that it contains approximately ten stiles.

126. Grants/Donation Applications

(a) The Council reviewed the outstanding donation applications. Members noted that a £200 donation to the Friends of Finnington Residents Group had previously been agreed in support of their campaign against the proposed logistics development on green belt land. The payment had not been issued at the time, as the Group’s invoices had already been settled and the funds would have needed to be paid into a personal account, which the Chair and Clerk considered inappropriate. A renewed request had since been received, and the Council reaffirmed its decision to release the £200 donation as the Group enters the next stage of the planning process.
The Chair, Councillor Darren Cranshaw left the meeting.
(b) The Council considered an application from the Brindle Historical Society for financial support in light of rising costs associated with securing speakers. Members noted the Society’s wide and varied programme for the forthcoming year and their ongoing efforts to raise funds through ticket sales. It was agreed to award a donation of £175 to support their work.

The Chair, Councillor Darren Cranshaw returned to the meeting.

127. Date of next meeting
Monday 16 February 2026, at Brindle Community Hall commencing at 7.30pm.
							
The meeting ended at 9.00pm
